Queer Freaks of Searles, Who Married Mark Hopkins’s Million

E

DWARD F. BHARLES, who acquired fhe many mlllions of Mark
Hopkins by marrying his T0-year-old widow, shows symptoms
of eccentricity bordering upon' insanity, S

He buried hls wife at midnight with a torchlight proeession in a

grave which he had just completed for her,
He helleves that he is “Lord" Searles, and requires hig gervants to

treat him aceordingly.
He has surrounded his house at

He sits for hpurs under a tower,

to his mood.

Methuen, Mdass,, with fortifications.
whose bells he says ring according

HTHUEN, Mass, June 30—
Bidward F. Benrles, who mare
rlid Mrs, Mark Heopkins and
inhoted her BR0,000,000, has
howtldered this place by his
gueer freaks.

Searles, who was an artistic
housge decorntor, orested n pational senss-
tian when he mnrried Mre. Hopkins, the
septungennrinn widow of the Bouthern Ta-
cifle Rallropd tingonte. When he first ob-
talned control of her wedlth Searles at-
traeted attention by hls ecoentriclties In
bullding and spooding money, Sinee her
dewth they have taken other forms,

Segrles now has the delusion that he Is n
real live lord. He lmongines himaelf to be
“Loed Searles, of Mothpen,” and seguires
his army of servants and workinen to groet
him aceordingly. [

He requires them to address him as "My
lofd,"" to remove their bats In his presence
atid o how ag he passes by. None of them
Wiy repaln geated before hilm, He be-
lleves himeelf to be an netual meniber of
the Britlsh peerage.

The etcentricitles of Mr. Sparles have
Become mtore and more pronounced during
Vil pist two years. The most axtreaordl-
nary of all of them, however, was perpe-
tmoted at the burial of his wife.

Mrs. Searles's death, on July 25, 1881, wns
mysterlous. . It Is -aid that the ravages of
the grip sapped her vitality. When her
death dcenrred the repurters who songht

| Information at the gates were turned away.
Those among the Methuen folk who waere
filtly well aeqonrinted with the deceazed
and who eallsd to offer condolences were
met by barred gites,

Before the funernl service was read the
cange of death was changed from grip to
dripsy.

Mrs. Searles had heep at Great Barring-
tan earller In the season and her husband
Brought ler to Methuen just two weeks
prior to her death.
~ The funeral was strictly private. The
Rov. Charles I, Swear, rector of B8t
Thomas's Chureh, at Methuen, condneted
the foneral services, and was assisted by
the Hev. €. H. Oliphant, Congregationalist,
wihit rend the responses.

Oharles Hopkius! of Brooklyn, a brother
of the deceased womun's first Husband, at-
tended the service. He stopped al a hotel
at Lagvrence apfd rode up I thoe fme the
funéral, after which ‘he retarned to the
hotek until trafn time.

Thers were only eleven persons present
nt the services, Including the brereaved
hnsband, the clergymen and the undertak-
or,  The servios lasied forty miuutes, and
the Inst visttor had departed from the pres-
euee of the dend ot 12 o'clock noon.

At midnight four of Searles's workmen,
dressed as lveriod funkles, hore the casket
contulilng everything moertal of Mrs,
Eearles to Its last resting place In the old
Methnen Cemetory, acrogs the road from
the Senrles Louse,

Fuw Methuen folk saw the funeral pro-
cefslon, Indecd the number may be pak-
Suwed down to five persons, one of whom
Jmis g wombn, 'They did not see the pro-
cesslon move from the honse, but they
faw It issne from the gate, they saw it
erass the road and wend its way down the
grassgrown ' path to the entrance and
watchied the welrd group move slowly
througl the cemetery, avoiding the other
tombgtones, to the grayve which hnd beea
prepared for Mrs, Sontles, ]

The procession to the tomh was headed
by Mr. Seirles, whose swhite haly and enrl-
onsly pale complexion were strikingly re-
flected by a toreh which he carried to
Hight the way.

Strange to say, the tomh had been fin-
ished just five days prior to the death of
Mvs. Searles. And it ls the only thing
which Mr, Bearles has been kiown to finlsh
duting lls control of the forfune,
~ On that gight, when thode five awed and
amiazed persons saw that procession move
before them, the town clock, after perform.
ing ite duty of striklng the midnight hour,
stopped, and It hos never starfed since
then, Probably mo person Is courngeous
enongh to wind It

The mortunty receptacie Inl which 'Mrs.
Searles's remblns lle 15 abont twenty-five
tegl long by twenly feet wide and twenty
fuee ‘high In the cenfre, with & sloping

Auaf covered with red slate. The door

opens to the oust, and tlie entranes |z
mwade down 4 flght of six brond granite
stepi, wlerg open doors of fine tihuiwork
#llow 4 vlew of the inferior.

Mrz, Searles, In n rosewood coffin swith a
#lawe top, rosts npon the centre nlche In
the front row,

Hoon after tho obsequles Bearles begom
to do other stravge thlogs. By his jate
wife's will he recelved everyihing. Young
Plmothy Hoplins, an adopted son, cotitest-
ed the will on the ground thnt Saarles psed
nndne measures o warp his aged wife's
ndgment. The chge wus fought at New-
buryport, Mnse, and Searles subisequently
settled 1t put of “¢ourt becanle of the news-
paner notorlety Ne was vecelving, He pald
yYoubg Timothy, who formerly was Pat
Notan, $8,000,000, gnd the latter promised
to leave Searles in peace and return to the
Paclfio const,

Behrles never scems to &eo satisfled with
unything his fertile braln concelves, and no
sooner does lip get 8 project under wag
than he direces 0 stapension, BEven the
house he Jives In—hls birthplace—is unfin.
fshed. He has spent bundreds of thousais
on I, yei nbove the stone forfregs whicl
sutrounds It can bé geen unfinished patches
where tur paper, beeoming westher-heaten,
rattles ke dey Dones whenever the wind
Sweeps nnder! bt

Five yeirs ago he commenced the cons
struction of a loek stone wall around lls
grounds. As the work progressod he be-
came dissptisfied and began agnin on a
lnrger scale. He caussd sn additlon seven
feet ligh to be built upoh the top of the
first wall. Hp Doy slnce added layer upon
fayer, untll now the wall, foriress In fuct,
is n sonmie pltces over forty feet in height
and stil pnfinished. Wa

About four years nge he*purchased Reulp-
tor Thomas Ball's masterploce, u statue of
Waghington, which the veterin sculptor
made ar Florence. .

Searles paid $126,000 and af additlonal
FI5,000 for the statues of TAnedln, Grant,
Sherman and Sheridan, whiclh #re pui wpon
the four corners of (s nedestal base.,

The monument s ser Acroks the stepet
from the Beurles estate, and 14 shronded
in canvas and wood, Thera It has stood
fur over two years, and, i the optalon of
the Methuenltes, it will Temain 80 us loug
as Heavles lves,

A handful of Italtan laborervs dally work
about the base, grading « ang trencliing,
Oue day Searles will drive out from his
cnstle, accompanied by a stout coachmuan,
anid  direet that the workmen plice sa
many shovelluls of dirt on such and such
a place, and the next day he will wisit
them and order the ditt removed.

Meanwhile the statue stands in shronded
grundenr upon lts unfinished ground, and
Thomus Ball sits in hig gotrage at Mont-
elale, N, 1., chofing with all the querulons-
uess of elglity years, because his work is
not unvelled to. the world! The sculptor
hopes to Hve long enongh to wwitness the
nuvelling—but “Lord™ Searlei is Tery ee-
eentrie,

Thousande of words would be insufficient
to  deseribe the mualtitudingus sthemes
Searles bas undertaken and loft unfiulshed.
Three venrs ago he promdsinl to hulld a
high selool bullding for the tywn of Metha-
en. The plans were drafted and  the
speclfications represented a cost of §200,-
000. The Iubabitanis of the town wers
pleased.. They asked the donor whate he
Inteaded it should be located; he replied
that 1t made no difference to them whers
It would be. Tt is not bhuilt ret, and proba-
bly It mever will be, It Its constrieclion is
left In “Lord" Rearlos's cointrol.

He asked the town. aulhorities to give
bim the right to heautifs the old cometery
In which the Searies tomb 1s bullt. ‘The
request wag granted, and the eecentiie miil-
lonaite remodelléd and renovated the fiejd
of the dend. Then he had @ huge stons
arclh bullt at the entrance, heavy gates
hung and doubly padlocked. BEven the de-
scendants of the dead are barred from en-
tering the anclogure to strew flowers on
the graves of thelr relatives. The people
permit the set of lowlessness because
tliey fear the power of hls wenlth.

Of course, tbey are Indignant, and say alt
gorts of things ngalnst “Lord"” Bearlsz
who, In tum, bltterly reviled the sai;
ment of what he ferms ‘an ungratefnl
nopulage,* {

He freguently drives aboul the town, al-

(-C-"I"s‘l'is_!ht. 1880, by the Naw York gournaland Advertiser)
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Startling Eccentricities of the Poor House Decorator Who Won the Aged Widow of Mark HopRins,

Fell Heir 1o the Vast Estate and Has Become a Hermit in a Stone Foriress.

Wiys accompanied by his comchman or pris
Vite secretary, A, €. Bell, formerly a New
York attorfniey, who transacis all the de-
talls of the hustness growing out of lis
pecallar employer’s miod.. Mr. Bell, it ls
aulid, never cantrudiers **Lord” Benrlea’s
statements or attempts to controvert His
Ideas, but simply humors hing i all bls ée-
centrioities. ‘Phis is deewmed the Dhost nliin

80 long gs Lhe money lasts, lwonise Searles .

I8 a man of vinlent temper (hit has not de-
vreased with the I[nerenge of mental in-
firmity.

While the army ‘of gervanid ‘and delec
tiver surroundibg Séurles concede all the
Hubgervioney necesssry for n person uf
Searles's temperament, the people of Meth.
tien refused 1o recognize the title of “lord.”
The absence of recognition proys on
Bearles's mind and he hotes them aceord-
Ingly. He doesn't recoznlge any of s ald
schoolmntes and | nelghbors—meraly pusses
them by without betraying by a siza teat
he ever saw them before, His fuce has as-
sumed a babitunl expression of superoatps-
ress.

He sits for hours at a time in the “Towop
of Chimes,"” which rlzes above otie carner
of his unflnished winor, The thwet is 100
feet Nigh, and oo the hour and halfhour,
duy apd nlght, chilming hells ring out,

He, it Is suld, told n person in one of his
fitg of comliality that the chimes reflected
the eomdition of his temperament.

When, he sald, his mind J& gloomy, the
hells slrike o miinor chovd: when his misg
1s stirred by teitpesiuons (houghty the bells
ritig oul defiantly, and when In repose they
veflect his pence by climing the music of
rest.

Senrles 18 an enthuslastie lover of music
and Is o talented organist. He purchased
for $16,000 the big orgun which was too
large for the Music Hall in Yoston, anl] be-
gin to bolld o Louse for it pt Methuen.
The house 1g still untinlehed, and the grgzan,
in pleces, filling thirteen cavs, stands on 2
glde track in the raliroad yard. Searles alao
started an organ factory for the purpose of
construcing organs after his ewn design.
Thore are plenty of deslgns, butao orgaiis
hove been completed In the throe years of
the factory’s lfe.

No pergon Is permitted to enter his estate
gates nor any land which is his, He em-
luys n Invge carps of detectives, who nre
senttercd all over his properties, nnd a tyves-
pasger ig instantly surrounded and speedity
escorted off the gzrounds,

It 1= estlmated that Searles Is spending
over $2,000,000 annually {8 perpetuating his
fnds, the result of “constructive munin.'

Besldes the origingl Searles properiy he

has bounght  all the farms surounding
“Worldl's: End Pond,” n greater part of
which Hes in Balem; N. H, The total

nereage 18 ahout 2,000, anpd It is sald that
Renries iutends making a park of it on the
plan;of Milllonaire Covbin's in northwestery
New Hampshire. There are hundreds of
Itallnn Inborers on the Stillwater farm ro-
moving the farm houges and elanglng the
sceniery In conformity with Bearled's ldens,

The only bullding erected on this brop.
erty so thr Isin lodge dt the zate entrauce,
In parallel lines with the plan of the mae
rlficent fortress sb Methuen, Lo fs cqusing
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& stone wall to be bullt gronnd his property
surranndine World’s End Pond.

At Methuen “Lonl' Searles proposes to
Atuy, JTwmmmresd behind glant walls, s
tected by the massive irom mntes which
switig to and fro only when thelr mustor
passes througl'y seeure beneath the frown-
Ing “Tower «wf Chlmes.” and snriounded
by ‘a hody gunrd of pald dotectives, wlia
will fight for him so long is his mongy
pnys them, be is secore from Invasion by

the nuthorities. His great wealil In tha,

busls upon whish his sevurity rests. He
can laugh in mantacal glee at ang attempt
to appreliend Him.

Two vonrs ago durlng the visit of & narty
of English tourists He ralspd the British
flag to the top of the Mg stuff surmounting
the “Tower of Chimes.” This actlon £x-
cited inteuse writh withln the breasts of
some coltizetis of Methoen.

Senrles wis vorn of poor parents at
Methnen, over fifty yeats ago. When he
met Mbs, Hopkine e was engnged In dec-
orating the interior of the Hopking palace
ot “Nob, HIL" San Franclsen. ' She was
then the richest woman in the United
States. His knowledge of decornting at-
tracted and pleassd her. Hig kEnowledge
of lier wenlth faschuated him. Thaelr ac-
quaintance  began  there and thep, Fop
three years peior to the marriage he Iifer
ally rolled in wealth.

The widowed mother of Senles mortgaged
her home In Methuen to rvalwe funds to
send her son Edward to n tralnlag school,
The mortgage remalned unipald untl]l after
he' decorated the Hopking mansion #i San
Franoiseco.

Mnrk Hopking, the founder of the Seuries
thllllons, ®as born In Great Barrington.
Mass, In 1810, He waont to Califorola by
wny of Cape Horn in 1849, and soon after
his arrlvnl there he started In the barnd-
ware business at Saeramento with Collig
. Huntingion.

In 1530 Hopking, Stanford, Huptinzton
aud the three Crockers began woerking up

1
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thelr great scheme of transcontinentn] rall-
ronding, They nll gequired vust fortunes.

Hoplking dlad In 1878, lenvide no will and
Iig wife c¢hildless and the posgessar of over
S0, 00, 00,

Mazk THHopkins svas noted for his fru:
gallty; the widow soon won fame for hnar
prodigatity. Boesides winnlng the latter
fame she won Sedries

She started to bulld the grandest house
on the Pacific Coast. When It was finished
over §1.000,000 had been apent, and tho
Stewnrt house, in New York, alone could
challtoge comiparison with 1§,

Then she turmed her attentlon to Great
Borclngton, where, it I8 clolmed, she was
horn.  Senrles. deslgned 4 strueture that
sulted her faney, and she cpused the plans
to be earried out. The mansion, nestilng in
the Berkshires, outclassed all private resi-
dences of the perlod. “Its cost Is ektimated
at £3,200,000, 3

It was during the construction of the
Great Barrington house that the Hopklna-
Benrles tinrriage took place,” an November
8, 1RST. Mrs. Hopking wns severty-one
Yeprd ol when she married Searles, He
was under ffty. When slie dled, July 25,
1801, sie left everything to Searles by her
WHl. He béranie possessor of n vast @c-
cumulation of cish, the $1,000,000 house on
“Noh™| HIll, che $3.000,000 palace (n the
Berkshires, a costly Summer housg on
Blook Island, and & fine house In Parls,

Senrles began life as go apprentice to a
eprpenter in Lawrence, Mags, when thing
clty hegay 1o grow.

From there he went to Boston) where he
lenrned the decorntiveé art. When he was
etaghanted he secored emplosment in the
house of Panl & Oo., and remafned with
them nntil 1874, He wag an excellent deo-
orafor, and was employed by Herter
Byrothers, In New York.

Searles bad & valuable acqualntanes, inl
the Herters wade Lim tholt head salesman.
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MRS. HOPKINS'S TOMS.

the Pacific Const for lils Heglth,
After the marrlage ‘Searles Indored lils
love to remove fo Methuen. Prlor to the

Jemoval he paid the morigagze on lis hirih-

plade thern, which he has sluce transformed
in_ the manner described, " )
Mys, Searles nnver tked ths tewn, por

Hu deft alicle ewploy I 1881 and went 19 was she died with admimtion of Lur youug

nusband's birthplace. She seidom, If eve

mingied with the paople of the town,
plied for the snlendor of her magn”
pince nt Grear Bacringion.

0, Frinelaso. Grogi
whobe, werd suffering

Wil Searios was strronndl »
en birthiplnes with costly wally,
E:-. upchased willi s wifa's

by fois 5

on Block Isfand.
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